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bird with broad wings flying and lapsing through
the air than anything, when I think of metre." 1
At its best his free verse has natural cadence, most
harmonious in its balancing of strophes, achieving
its end by an adroit tempering of emotion
rather that* by external rule. Imagist parsimony
vand preciosity were alien to his nature; in
later poems, under the conscious influence of
Whitman, he was betrayed by excitement and
didactic aims into diffuseness.

The poems of Look ! We have come through, embody
the quickened apprehension occasioned by his
great adventure. " The conflict of love and hate
goes on between the man and the woman, and
between these two and the world around them,
till it reaches some sort of conclusion ** (Argument).
Here the brilliant scenery of Germany and Italy,
the brooding energy of hot lands, is interpenetrated
with the fervour of spirit leaping through the body,
the assurance or the questioning of love's union.
At the heart of his imaginative struggle was the
problem of sexual polarisation, of the reconciliation
of self-surrender with spiritual integrity. Such
poems as In the Dark and Both Sides of the Medal are
full of this. His attitude might seem superficially
to resemble Milton's :

And serve now, woman, as a woman should,
Implicitly,    {Lady Wife.}

Yet this is not subordination of one partner to
another ;   he desired for each a distinctness both
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